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Who are we? 
The Shire of Riviere Constelle is the local chapter of the Society for Creative Anachronism 

(SCA) covering Southwest Indiana (DuBois, Gibson, Pike, Posey, Spencer, Vanderburgh, and 
Warrick counties) with activities covering much of the region. The SCA is a world-wide, non-

profit organization of history minded recreationists. In the SCA we recreate the costumes, 
martial traditions and many of the arts and crafts of the Middle Ages and Early Renaissance. 
We invite you to come join us at one of our meetings, events or classes/practices. Come and 

“get medieval” with us for fun! 
 
 

Shire Officers* 
* This is a partial officer list. These gentles will be happy to put you in touch with the appropriate officer 
or activity coordinator. Please see our Shire’s Domesday Booke for a complete list of officers, members 
and friends, or contact our Seneschal. Thank you! 

 
 

Seneschal 
THL Accolon Shadowhawk 
Henry Hina 
8000 Lauderdale Drive 
Evansville, IN 47715 
(812) 550-8722 
E-mail: accolonshadowhawk@yahoo.com 
 

Chatelaine 
Lord Oscar von Lindau 
Todd Bennett  
2405 North Elm Street  
Henderson KY 42420  
(270) 318-4448 
E-mail: todd.bennett00@gmail.com 
 

Herald 
Lady Tzigane the Wanderer (Gypsie) 
Dierdre de Gravina 
91 E. Fletchall Street 
Poseyville, IN 47633 
(864) 905-5743 
E-mail: deGravina@yahoo.com 
 

Knight Marshal 
Lord Jonathan 
Jonathan Kipling 
riviereconstelle.marshal@midrealm.org 

 
 

Exchequer 
Mistress Kirsten Thorsteinsdóttir 
Donna Herum  
7155 Woods Drive 
Newburgh, IN 47630 
(812) 202-3108 
E-mail: Kirstendjh@hotmail.com 
  

Arts & Sciences 
Milady Runa – Seeking a replacement 
Tricia Wallerstedt  
E-mail: tlwallerstedt@gmail.com 
 

Social Media & Web Minister 
Lady Adriana de Fleurs 
Stephanie West  
(812) 305-4498  
E-mail: riviereconstelle.socialmedia@midrealm.org 
 

Rapier Marshal 
Lord Michelangelo di Padua 
Curtis Cleek 
Evansville, IN 47715 
(812) 622-0401 
E-mail: curtis_cleek@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 



 

Letters and Announcements 
Letters signed by the officer were written by the officer, unsigned letters are announcements written by the Chronicler. 

 

From the Seneschal: 
 

 
 

Greetings unto the Shire of Riviere Constelle from THL Accolon Shadowhawk. 
 
My friends, many of us have written to one another.  Additionally, we have had some meetings through our 
scribes. But nothing can compare to enjoying the company of noble folk in honest fellowship. Vile plague has 
prevented this for far too long.  
 
Fortunately, our physicians have put forth medicines. It is our prayer that this plague will become a memory.  I 
believe the day of fellowship will be coming.  Save for one.  Let us raise a glass to our fallen friend, Lord 
Hrothgar Bjolfsson, Jesse Herron, who has passed to the Halls of Valhalla. His friendship, enthusiasm and 
energy will be sorely missed by many. 
 
We also bid farewell to Lord Bryan of Wales and Lady Merwyn of the Ruin as they have moved to the Oaken 
Region. We will surely see them at events in the future and wish them much happiness in their new endeavors. 
 
Until the day when we can greet one another properly, keep faith. And please regale us with tales of your 
artistic deeds. It helps to keep us close when we can learn about new garb or new armour or a new scroll you 
have created. Hone your skills for soon they will bring honor to our shire and kingdom. 
 
I remain yours,  
Accolon. Seneschal and Esquire 
 

 
From the Social Media & Web Minister: 

 
Greetings from your Webminister and Social Media Officer, 

 
I am pleased to announce that Lady Avis has graciously agreed to be my deputy for the office of Webminister.  
She has been learning how to code and I hope to work with her soon on incorporating some of her ideas for the 
group’s webpage.  It is exciting to have fresh ideas on how to update the way our website looks and works for 
members of the Shire and our visitors. 
 
On the Social Media front, I continue to look for updates from Kingdom regarding how and when we might 
meet again in person so I can pass that information along to you.  Until then, I will continue to post virtual 
business meeting events on our Facebook Page.  Please respond using “Interested” or “Going” if you would like 
to receive automatic reminders for the meeting.    
 
Stay safe and stay well until we can meet again. 
 
Yours in service, 
Adriana   
 
 
 



  

 
From the Knight Marshal: 

 
To the Defenders of the Shire, greetings from Knight’s Marshal Jonathan Kipling.  

 
I hope everyone is enjoying the return of Spring. With the announcement of in-person activities to be allowed 
starting June 1st, 2021, I don’t believe marshal activities will be allowed within the Middle Kingdom 
immediately. If in-person meetings are allowed in June with masks along with social distancing, this may allow 
for personal training in Techniques and Tactics. Please begin looking at your equipment and begin repairs and 
maintenance.  
 
I’m looking forward to seeing everyone as soon as the Kingdom allows. 
Jonathan Kipling 

 
From the Rapier Marshal: 
 
Hello and greetings from your friendly neighborhood Rapier Marshal.  

 
Hello good Gentles of Riviere Constelle, I hope you are all well. I have missed you all dearly, and look forward 
to the day when I can cross blades and meet again in person. Until then, take care!  
 
Michelangelo the Long Thorn 

 
From the Chronicler: 

 
Greetings! 

 
I apologize for a combined Q1/Q2 newsletter. Somehow with Covid-19 SCA shutdown, the holidays and 
retiring, I somehow lost a couple of months! A request was made to learn more about some of our Shire 
members, so I have, with the permission of Lady Muirgheal, reprinted three interviews that she made with THL 
Accolon, Sir Brandr and Sir Ragnarr. If anyone is interested in writing additional member profiles, please let me 
know. 
 
I remain yours in service, 
Kirsten 

 
 

From the Exchequer: 
 

Warm spring greetings to the Shire, 
 
Reports are up to date and all things financial are, as with everything else, still in a lull. Rendezvous XXXI has 
been scheduled at Lincoln State Park for October 8-10, 2021. We will continue to monitor the re-opening of 
SCA activities to assess if holding the event is feasible. Please keep your fingers crossed!!!  
 
FYI, here are the cancellation rules for Lincoln State Park. 
• If a reservation is cancelled 91 days or more prior to the date of arrival, the cancellation fee is 25% of the rental fees  
• If a reservation is cancelled between 1-90 days prior to the date of arrival the cancellation fee is 50% of the rental fees 
• If a reservation is cancelled on or after the day of arrival, the cancellation fee will be 100% of the rental fees 

  
In Service,  
Kirsten  



 

 
 

From the Herald: 
 

Good Morrow from your Herald.  
 

I have greatly missed seeing everyone during this time of plague. I have been extremely busy both working and 
working on an advanced degree. Sir Ragnarr has volunteered to step in to help while I am finishing my PhD. 
Please feel free to contact both of us for any heraldic needs. Ragnarr can be reached at 812-853-5675 or at 
Reid_KSCA80@hotmail.com 

 
God’s speed in the recovery of the World, 
Tzigane (also known as Gypsie) 

 
 

From the Mistress of Arts & Sciences: 
 
 

Due to a number of mundane obligations, I regret that I need to step down from office. I request that anyone 
interested in serving the Shire by encouraging the Arts and Sciences contact Lord Accolon as soon as possible. 
The duties of MoAS are not terribly onerous and folks will be happy to help guide any new officer’s first steps. 

Best Wishes,  
Runa 

 
From the Chatelaine: 
 
 Greeting Shire!!  

 
Finally warmer weather has arrived and flowers and trees are starting to emerge. The winter was bleak and I for 
one am glad that we can now get out and enjoy our yards and other outside ventures.  
 
Like the greenery coming forth, our shire is looking forward to a brighter and more robust year. We already 
have a new member: Sam Kozlowski He is from Indy area and has moved to Evansville. He has expressed 
interest in heavy and rapier. I made an introduction post in our FB page, if you haven’t done so already, please 
give him a warm welcome.  
 
With events coming back soon, look to your armor and weapons as well as soft kit. There are numerous online 
courses (free!!) offered through the Midrealm and Atlantian universities as well as other smaller YouTube 
videos that many gentles have taken the time to teach even in the time of separation. Even in the current times 
we can still learn and enjoy aspects of our beloved hobby.  
 
When the separation order is lifted, I am offering my house for pickup practices: heavy and rapier. I am in the 
process of finishing an archery/thrown weapons area and will advise when it’s completed.  
 
I look forward to seeing each of you and greeting with a loud Huzzah! Be well my friends, warmer days and 
better times are afore us. 
 
In Service to the Shire, 
Oscar Von Lindau 
 



 
 

 
 

From the Dance Minister: 
 

Greetings Friends!  
 
 I write to you at the turning of the seasons hoping that you are all in good health and enjoying the bright spring 
sun as she shines her kindly face our way.  Long has this winter been -- its grip seeming especially tight for the 
absence of our customary feasting and merriment.  I take a cue from the exuberant song and joyful flight of the 
songbirds and from the earth itself springing forth with lush new growth and smile as I know that winter has 
been defeated.  A new season is before our feet! 
 
May your feet carry you dancing and reveling in the beauty of life until next we meet! 
Annora Bromley 

Birthdays 
Birthday SCA Name                              
01/06  Ceanntighern MacIllechallum 
01/07   Gregory Bryant 
01/09   Kaitlyn Lemon 
02/10   Jack Pifer 
02/11   Elias Bromley 
02/13   Tighearnan Holedigger 
02/27   Brandr Halfdanr 
03/01   Carrie Wright 
03/03   Donatello 
03/06   Keith Artur O'Monahan 
03/06   Amadeus Emmanuel 
03/10   Orianna De L'Isle 
03/11   Jamie Lancaster 
03/13   Robert Fitzhugh of Bannockburn 
03/14  Raynagh ingen hui Laidig 
03/16   Alainne Sabatier 
 

 

Birthday SCA Name                              
03/20   Calyvorri ine Kill 
03/20   Jonathan Kipling 
03/28   Alfhild Hamar 
04/09  Niniane de L'Eau Azurée 
04/15   Tzigane the Wanderer (aka Gypsie) 
04/22   Floki Hamar 
04/25  Adriana de Fleurs 
05/05  Amren ap Garanwyn 
05/08  Ragnarr Arnbjornsson 
05/11  Malissa Dillon 
05/18  Cyrus 
05/27   Mary Cate 
05/27  Bran Atte Rowan 
06/06  Deirdre inghean Mhaoil Mhuire 
06/15  Avis Wootton 
06/15  Accolon Shadowhawk 

 

Riviere Constelle Calendar 
 

Thursday April 15, 7:00 PM  Virtual Business Meeting 
October 8-10, 2021    Rendezvous at the Bridge XXXI 
 
All other meetings, fighting practices, dance practices, cooking nights, movie nights, project days and any other 
excuses to get together and bond in-person….to be announced. 

 
 



Scadians of Riviere Constelle

THL Accolon Shadowhawk 
By Muirgheal inghean Donnchaid 
Photos by (on left) THL Accolon Shadowhawk (Henry Hina) 

& (on right) Master Eirik Andersen, www.tworavens.org 

 The Honorable Lord Accolon Shadowhawk (mundanely known as Henry Hina) is in his 37nd year in our
Shire. He first learned about our Shire from a newspaper photo advertising a demo at the Freedom Fest in
Evansville. That was his first SCA attendance.

 Accolon’s persona is English, from the mid to late 14th century, with his garb sometimes stretching into the
early 15th century where, God willing, he could still be alive if he had the boon of old age. Specifically, his
persona resides on the border between England and Wales. These were tumultuous times. The 100 Years’
War brought blood & discord to the people of both lands, but Accolon bravely sided with his native English
countrymen.

 The name “Accolon” harkens to Henry’s love of Arthurian legends. Accolon was Arthur’s
friend.  Depending on which lore one reads, Accolon was either duped by -- or willingly in cahoots with --
Morgan LaFey. After stealing Arthur’s scabbard & sword (both imbued with magic to keep him safe in
battle), they fought. Arthur won & dealt Accolon a mortal blow, but not before realizing the nefarious plot
of Morgan & forgiving his friend. Our Accolon is joyfully married to his lady Deirdre, whose love renders
him incapable of falling into evil clutches.

 His surname “Shadowhawk” is a nickname used to describe his heraldic arms. The background is black &
gold, with a hawk counter-changed, holding a chalice. The chalice represents Accolon’s award of the King’s
Chalice, twice received for authenticity.

 Accolon’s favorite activity used to be fighting, but he now enjoys introducing new people to the SCA &
helping our Shire get involved in worthwhile activities. He also enjoys acting in the Pennsic Theater.
Mundanely, Henry’s theatric history includes membership in the Unicorn Players group of Morganfield,
Civic Theater in Evansville, & a theater workshop in Owensboro.

 Other mundane interests include movies, reading, & loving his favorite kitty, Baghera. Henry & Deirdre
share their home with 4 cats, 1 dog, & a bird. (This part of the interview devolved into a verbal sparring
between Henry & Deirdre on whose kitty was the better.)

 The SCA is Henry’s primary hobby. It gives him joy outside of his real world responsibilities. Most of his
friends post-high school and college have been met through the SCA. His office is decorated in a medieval
theme. When asked how else his Scadian life has benefitted his mundane life, Henry replied, “Treat your
social equals as your betters & your inferiors as your equals.” This lesson in manners, he said, is important
in all areas of life.

 Accolon received the title “Honorable Lord” via a grant of arms that came with the Award of the Dragon’s
Heart. He also carries the Award of Evergreen, 2 King’s Chalices, a Purple Fret, a Willow, an Award of
Arms, & the Award of Sapphire.

 When asked if one thing could be changed in the SCA, he responded that he would prefer the social
hierarchy & appearance to be more historically accurate. His heart goes out to those who are new, or unable
to present a more authentic garb, but would prefer jeans & white tennis shoes to be covered.

 As for new people, his advice is to “just have fun”. “You can be 100% immersive & make it your life or just
go to 1-2 events a year. Whatever you enjoy.” He said there’s nothing wrong with trying everything or just 1
thing. “Don’t be afraid to try new things. But be sure you have a foot planted in reality. You have to be able
to pay bills.”

 Accolon is very loyal & devoted to our Shire. He’s been Seneschal for 5 years now, and was previously
Seneschal for 7 years before. Also, years ago, he was minister of Arts & Sciences. “It’s an excellent group
to be Seneschal of,” he said.

http://www.tworavens.org/
herumdj
Underline



 
 

 
 

Scadians of Riviere Constelle 
 

Sir Ragnarr Arnbjornsson 
By Muirgheal inghean Donnchaidh 

 
 
 
 

Kevin Reid (Ragnarr Arnbjornsson) joined the SCA in 1982 while attending 
Purdue. He'd already learned of the Society back home & felt certain there would be a shire at the University. 
He chose to personify an 11th century Norseman from Norway, whose lifespan was from 1018-1072. 
 
Ragnarr is a member of the Varangian Guard, a professional bodyguard of the Byzantine Emperor. They were 
famous for guarding the emperor while carrying Danish axes. These men were safer choices to guard the royals. 
They held no blood claim to the throne, unlike the previous lesser royals who could assist themselves into 
power through hunting "accidents", etc.  
 
Kevin chose the name Ragnarr from an ancient Norwegian saga by the same name. The last name, 
"Arnbjornsson" is from another saga, the Saga of Burnt Njal.   In that saga, "Arnbjorn", is one of the peripheral 
characters and was portrayed as a heroic body guard.  
 
Ragnarr's device shows walls (like a kingdom, or the walls of Byzntium) being protected by Danish axes with a 
peace dove rising above.  
 
Not surprisingly, Kevin's favorite SCA activities are fighting, fencing, & historical research. He said being in 
the SCA provides a "good excuse" & encourages people to research & learn. These are important to Kevin, as 
his profession is that of college librarian.  
 
Mundanely, Kevin enjoys cooking (at which he is most excellent), reading, shooting, & historical reenactment 
of WWI & II.  
 
The SCA provides Kevin (& many others) with a support group for eccentric people in which to improve 
themselves. He got his job, his lady wife Donna (Mistress Kirsten), & many friends here. Sir Ragnarr is a knight 
& a Baron of the Court, two honorable accomplishments.  
 
His advice to Scadian newcomers is "have fun & you'll do well. Don't shoot for baubles." He believes it's 
important to work hard for your goals & not to solely admire those with titles. Watch everyone, including the 
new people. Everyone can be learned from.  
 
He sees the SCA helping to socialize the socially awkward & helping people gain self-esteem through 
validation that carries over into their mundane lives. Public leadership skills & speaking in public are just two 
of those skills that he developed while in the SCA. Kevin hopes to see the SCA "march towards improved 
historicity, but not lose our sense of fun".  
 
 
 



 

 

Scadians of Riviere Constelle 
 

   Sir Brandr Halfdanr 
By Muirgheal inghean Donnchaidh 

 
 
 
 
Doug Kemmerer joined the SCA around 1977-8. He used to ride his bicycle 5 miles to the library, where the 
librarian noticed his affinity for military history. She told him of the local SCA group, which met in a house on 
Weinbach. Doug asked his Dad to drive him, where he met Greg, Guy, Matthew, Lance, and Samanda. 
Matthew put Methuselah (an old Freon can helmet) on Doug's head and hit him in the head with a sword. 
Matthew talked Doug into a Japanese persona, but later Doug chose to be a Viking, because "Vikings have 
more fun". 
  
Once deciding on a late 10th/early 11th century Viking persona, Doug chose the name Brandr Halfdanr. Brandr 
means "torch/brand", which aptly described his flaming red beard. Halfdanr means "half Danish". Dane, 
because they were the most fearsome of the Vikings; only half, because he didn't agree with their (then 
believed) historic lifestyle of choosing extra wives from their conquests and leaving their original wives back at 
home. Archaeologists and historians now agree that women traveled and fought with the men. Before scientists 
studied the pelvic bones of the burials, they assumed all buried with weaponry were male.  
    
Brandr's device is a blue field with 3 barry waveys. A Viking sword, pointing down, is center, with a grail on 
either side. As a Pisces and lover of water, Doug chose the blue and waves. His love of martial arts added the 
sword, and the grails are his spiritual aspect, one for light and one dark.  
  
Brandr's favorite SCA activity is heavy weapons fighting. It gives him pleasure, a sense of pride in his talent 
and joy in teaching it to others. As a Knight, Brandr has proven his martial prowess and continues to do so, 
keeping himself trained by fighting both locally and at kingdom events. Off the field, Doug is a form of modern 
knight, in the police force. When not fighting battles or fighting crime, one can find him at the gym or enjoying 
his home, where he lives with his lovely wife Beth and their kitty. He enjoys hunting, fishing, occasional guitar 
playing and reading. 
  
As a young man, Doug said he was "on a collision course with the law." After joining the SCA, he gained and 
wanted to keep the respect of the shire members. This drove him to divert from his reckless path and to become 
a more responsible, honorable person. The SCA gives Doug an escape from reality. He enjoys talking to the 
many, intelligent people. It gives him a sense of direction and was instrumental in his becoming a policeman. 
On the application, he listed the many ways he'd given back to the local community through the shire, which is 
an important part of being a well-rounded policeman.  
  
Adding growth to our shire is a desire that is easily seen in Brandr's planning both before and after our public 
demonstration at Wesselman Park and in his home, helping new members find websites and historical 
information. He helped me with these things when I started and continues to help with advice and wisdom. 
From his experiences, he's learned that "there's no one you can't learn from, whether positively or negatively." 
A piece of sage advice he'd leave with all Scadians: "Speak the truth always even though it may be your death".  
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