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Who are we?

The Shire of Riviere Constelle is the local chapter of the Society for Creative Anachronism
(SCA) covering Southwest Indiana (DuBois, Gibson, Pike, Posey, Spencer, Vanderburgh, and
Warrick counties) with activities covering much of the region. The SCA is a world-wide, nonprofit organization of history minded recreationists. In the SCA we recreate the costumes,
martial traditions and many of the arts and crafts of the Middle Ages and Early Renaissance.
We invite you to come join us at one of our meetings, events or classes/practices. Come and
“get medieval” with us for fun!

Shire Officers*
* This is a partial officer list. These gentles will be happy to put you in touch with the appropriate officer or activity
coordinator. Please see our Shire’s Domesday Book for a complete list of officers, members and friends, or contact
our Seneschal. Thank you!
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Letters and Announcements

Letters signed by the officer were written by the officer, unsigned letters are announcements written by the Chronicler.

From the Seneschal:
Greetings unto the members and friends of the Shire of Riviere Constelle
from THL Accolon Shadowhawk.
My Lords and Ladies, we have just celebrated May Day. More, the dreaded plague of Covid may not have fully
passed, but for the time being God has given us respite. Therefore, let the season of spring serve to recharge your
interest in the shire and the SCA! I would challenge you to pursue your arts and to rebuild your armor. More, to
our new members, I would ask you to let us know what you would like to pursue and accomplish in the modern
Middle Ages? Do not be afraid, because the fates reward bold heroism. Let us all experience a renewed passion
for this shared hobby we love!
Before my close, I wish to commend Lord Michelangelo di Padua for his many excellent years of service to the
shire as our Fencing Marshal. Lord Michelangelo has been an example of courtesy and an enthusiastic recruiter.
His excellence in the pursuit of defense will no doubt continue.
Last, the shire pauses to remember Sir Robert Fitzhugh of Bannockburn, aka Bruce Stewart. The SCA lost Sir
Robert when he passed on March 16 in the common year of 2022.
Yours in Service,
Accolon, Seneschal and Esquire

From the Chatelaine:

Greetings Shire!!
Merry Spring to you! May this find you enjoying the warmer weather and the feel of sunshine on your faces.
It has been a busy time for our shire for our newcomers as well as our tenured populace. We had two workshops
recently: one for armor making and repair and one for making and maintenance of rattan weapons. Both
workshops were well attended and received and further workshops are planned for later in the year.
Fighter practice is in full swing at Wessleman Park. The new location has brought curious people to every practice
and it doesn’t appear to slow down. A large vinyl sign is in the works to further the shire’s notice and draw more
attention to our group.
With summer around the corner, be mindful of other groups such as Boy Scouts, YMCA etc. that are having
summer camps. If you know of such groups, this is a good chance for a possible small demo or a few of us to
make a showing. Events are happening all around us, enjoy the event(s) of your choosing and tell us about it when
we meet again.
Yours in Service,
Oscar

From the Mistress of Arts & Sciences:
Greetings!
May 2022’s A&S class is a leather pouch making class with Kirsten. The date for the leather pouch making class
is on Thursday, May 26, 2022 at 6:30 pm at St Marks in Evansville, IN. She will instruct you on how to make a
leather pouch and you get to take the one you make home with you! This will be a great opportunity for new
members to make their own pouch!
I would also like to remind those who are making their own A&S projects individually or as a group to go to
midrealm.org/kmoas/ and to fill out your info on the Individual Arts and Sciences Reports. This ensures that your
hard work and creativity get reported and get the credit it deserves.
Have a wonderful spring season!
Lady Magdalena

From the Chronicler:

Greetings!
My apologies for the late newsletter, but as activities had been few and far between, there wasn’t much to report.
Now as activities are picking up, I hope to get back to regular quarterly publications! I am seeking a deputy, if
anyone is interested in learning about the Chronicler’s office.
I remain yours in service,
Kirsten
From the Exchequer:
Warm greetings,
I went through an overdue (due to Covid) audit of our Exchequer books and records with the Constellation
Regional Exchequer with no significant findings. The only area that will need some effort is to create a Financial
Policy for the Shire. We already have some financial guidelines in our By-Laws, so I will endeavor to pull together
a potential draft copy (based on what I’ve seen in other group’s Financial Policies) for a future meeting to hash
through sometime later this summer.
In Service, Kirsten
From the presumptive Rendezvous XXXII Autocrat:
Please mark your calendars for Sept. 30-October 2 for Rendezvous! I’m not sure if we need to vote on who will
be Rendezvous Autocrat, but I have volunteered since this is such an odd year coming back from the Pandemic.
Lady Amadeus has volunteered to be my deputy and if anyone else wants to dig into the planning/execution, let
me know.
As they say, many hands make light work. If we are to host three meals, classes, contests and tourneys, we will
need LOTS of hands. An event planning meeting is set for Sunday at 1 PM at Wesselman Park to kick things off.
I hope that you can make it! We will be setting up cooking nights in August and September!
Yours in service, Kirsten

From the Dance Minister:

Greetings unto you all, fine and noble folks of the shire!
I write to you as the life-giving spring rains gently patter down on the roof of my cottage and
hope that you are all enjoying the beauty of spring as am I. I would like to take a moment to remind you all of -and invite those new to our company to -- our monthly dance practice. This is held the first Thursday of every
month at St. Mark's Lutheran Church on Washington Ave. at 6 pm. Our practices are relaxed, casual, and lots of
fun. Though many enjoy the excuse to dress up, wearing garb is optional. Additionally, if any of you have a
particular dance you would like to try, feel free to message me and I will do my best to add it into our line-up. See
you there!
Your Minister of Dance,
Annora Bromley

May 19
May 22
May 22
May 26
May 28-29
May 29
June 2
June 4
June 5
June 12
June 17
June 19
June 26
July 2
July 3
July 7
July 10
July 15
July 17
July 24
July 29-Aug 14
July 31
Sept 30-Oct 2

Riviere Constelle Calendar

Food tasting (Italian) and Business Meeting, St. Mark’s UCC, 6:00 PM setup, 6:30 eat
Event Planning Meeting, Wesselman Park, 1:00 PM
Fighting Practice, Wesselman Park, 2:00 PM
A&S – Pouch Making, St. Mark’s UCC, 6:30 PM
Kingdom A&S and Crown Tourney, Xenia, OH
Fighting Practice, Wesselman Park, 2:00 PM (Tentative)
Dance Practice, St. Mark’s UCC, 6:00 PM
Three Saints and a Rapier, Lafayette, IN
Fighting Practice, Wesselman Park, 2:00 PM
Fighting Practice, Wesselman Park, 2:00 PM
Food tasting (English) and Business Meeting, St. Mark’s UCC, 6:30 PM
Fighting Practice, Wesselman Park, 2:00 PM
Fighting Practice, Wesselman Park, 2:00 PM, Event Planning Meeting at ~ 5 PM
Simple Day in the Country, Sternfeld
Fighting Practice, Wesselman Park, 2:00 PM
Dance Practice, St. Mark’s UCC, 6:00 PM
Fighting Practice, Wesselman Park, 2:00 PM
Food tasting (theme TBD) and Business Meeting, St. Mark’s UCC, 6:30 PM
Fighting Practice, Wesselman Park, 2:00 PM
Fighting Practice, Wesselman Park, 2:00 PM
Pennsic War 49, Cooper’s Lake, PA
Fighting Practice, Wesselman Park, 2:00 PM (Tentative, depending on Pennsic)
Rendezvous at the Bridge XXXII

All other meetings, project days and other excuses to get together and bond in-person are being rescheduled!

Birthday
04/09
04/15
04/22
04/25
05/05
05/08
05/11
05/18

SCA Name
Niniane de L'Eau Azurée
Tzigane the Wanderer
Floki Hamar
Adriana de Fleurs
Amren ap Garanwyn
Ragnarr Arnbjornsson
Malissa
Cyrus

Birthdays

Birthday

05/27
05/27
06/06
06/15
06/15
07/02
07/30

SCA Name

Thorfridhr Hrolfsdottir
Bran Atte Rowan
Deirdre inghean Mhaoil Mhuire
Avis Wootton
Accolon Shadowhawk
Kirsten Thorsteinsdóttir
Mackenzie

Modern Stained Glass*
The Northman (2022)

By Sir Ragnarr Arnbjornsson

April finally saw the release of the Viking Era movie, The Northman.
Video clips released before the film showed stunning costumes and
visuals that were very accurate in many small details. With this in mind,
your humble reviewer was eager to experience a period piece. Once the
film was over, however, I found the film hard to describe and evaluate.
The plot is simple enough--and familiar. A Viking king is killed by his
jealous brother and his only son sets off to come of age and bring
vengeance upon his murderous uncle. Such vengeance/blood feud plots
are common in the Icelandic sagas, and this one, taken from the Gesta
Danorum (History of the Danes) is the story used by Shakespeare in the
play Hamlet. Although this “Hamlet” (Amlath) is NOT as diffident and
cerebral as Shakespeare’s anti-hero.
The director is Robert Eggers, and his crew succeed in making the film
feel real with gorgeous Icelandic and Irish scenery and often accurate
Norse costumes, jewelry and accoutrements. The cast features a number
of high-end actors like Willem Dafoe and Nicole Kidman in minor roles, as well as the famous singer Bjork.
However, the main cast are “second stringers” like Alexander Skarsgard (Amlath), Claes Blang (Fjolnir the
Botherless) and Anya Taylor-Joy (Olga of the Birch Forest). While the ambiance sometimes is astounding, the
film is both dark and unrewarding. Movie credits attribute “historical accuracy” to historical consultant Neil
Price, author of The Viking Way: Religion and War in Late Iron Age Scandinavia. Unfortunately, this book is
filled with “interpretations’ of archaeological digs and obscure language found in many sagas that may be
accurate—or may not be so. The result is a dark fixation with blood rights, groups of naked men stoned on
hallucinogens, and blood sacrifices. While this dark introspection is in line with Eggers’ other films about insanity
and desperate people marginalized by social rules, in the end the brutality and dark visions of this story’s “heroes”
leave the average viewer unable to sympathize with the cast or care much about their fates.
If you do set out to watch this film, please note that it has an R rating based on violence, some nudity, and some
sexually charged scenes.
For this reviewer, a fair rating is a “2—I’d rather be visited by plundering Vikings.”
*The Modern Stained Glass (MSG) rating scale is as follows (from worst to best):
- Less fun than a trip to the Inquisition's Interrogation room;
- I'd rather be visited by plundering Vikings;
- Worth a small pittance;
- As fun as a successful Crusade;
- A religious experience

